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JAP MAJOR ADMITS CHARGES

OFtRUELTY

Blames Monsoons For

Lack Of Supplies

On Burma Ral Work
SJNG APORE,

Àri admission
"

that' Allied prisoners: of war were

over worked and that the sick were forced to march was

made by Major Totaro Mixtftani, commanderof .camps on

a section of the Siam-Burma railway, who is being tried

before a war crimes tribunal.

However, he ascribed all the

blame, Including lack of medical sup-
plies, food and bad conditions to

monsoons which made transporta-

tion'difficult

ne denied beating prlBonets and

regarding forced marches he said he

did everything he could to help

them i«j

An affidavit by Major Edward

Raymond Meaghei, of 2/2nd Aus

ti allan pioneer battalion describee,

the appalling conditions at the 80

kijo camp. Ho dealt pniticularly

with ,the amputation of a leg pei
forraed on 'an Australian private

named Brondilbb, by a Du^fh sin

gcon who bon owed a hacksaw blidci

and other small articles from pu

soners of wai in order to carry out.

the operation

Broadribb died seven days aftci
|

the operation Meaghei .salt! that
j

Broadribb was probably the worst
i

case in the hospital He had no

ileth on the leg fiom knee to ankle

Evidence was-also given on the

lecond charge of ill-tieatment ot

Burmese whom the accused caught
giving scraps of food fiom a kitchen

at one camp An eye-witness said

that Mizutani pulled a piece of burn-

ing wood fiom the kitchen fue and

proceeded to burn the man nil ovei

the body and head, all the time

laughing The man diopped un-

conscious and was carried away

moaning


