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Ron of Rubicon.

(Countributed).

district will remember with affec
tios a youog man who lived
amOpgst us for about two years
durlng 19350 3nd 7. The death
in 1943 in a prison camp Io Burma
was reported in 1944, and from his
brother, recently returned PO.W.,
ccmes the story of how he kept the
faith, :
r His npame was Ronald Selwyn
Hovenden, but he wili be always
remembered by the sobriquet he
lilked best—'"'Ron of Rubicon.”
He came as Secretary and Welfare
Officer 10 the Unemployed Boys’
Camp established by the Forestry
Commwission In the Rubicon forest
He bhad suffered discouragement
during the deprescion, for after
qualifylng In various branches of
App'ied Art he was unable to fiod
a job. The Boys' Camp offered
little scope for his artistic talent :
but proved to be one of those tough
/ |assigoments which elther make or
break a man, Consplcuous In any
company by redson of his spontane-
ous filendliness and bubbling galety
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ous filendliness and bubbling galety
he possessed nevertheless a charac
ter of staunch uprighiness, and his
shirning Chiisilan fal'h permeated
all h's activiles.

Iiach Sunday evening the rough
mess hut became a House of Wor-
shlp, Updaunied by the lack of
proper almosphere, Ron carrled on,
week after week couducting Divine
Service, leading the simging of the
hymuos—sometim* with his mouth
organ,—preaying and preachlcg Ile
had an nndenifable gift of relling a
story, and his telling of the Gospel
florles wil| be long remembered by
those who were piivileged 1o hear
bim. Ope of bls greatest delights
was the Sundiy School which he
began at Rublcon. Sitting on petrol
cases under the gum trees on Sun-!
day momnlngs. a liti/le group of en-
thralled children could be seen
gathered round Ron. [n his spare
time, he role his licycle for miles
round the district, ouce travelling
as far as Yarck to take the Church
service in the mlnister's abhsence.
In the Yarck Presbyterian Chureh
cat bz seen a sample of his artistic
work in the beautifully illuminated
text above the pulpit. It was at
Rublicocn that he secemed to find
hi nselt and to reallse that his gift
for teachin® could be camhined
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for teachiog could be combined
with his dexterity in Minual Ans,
for he sought and galned admlission
to the Teachers' Tralning College
in 1937, and from there e went to
Korumburra High Schocol as Man-®
ual Arts teacher, e returned
eac ' year subscquently to his be
loved Rubicon durlug the school
holldays uantil he erlisted in the
A lLF,

He was In the Syilan campalgn
with the 22 Pioneers, and reallsed
oue of his life's ambitions in follow.
ing in the Footsteps of the Master
in Pales'ine, Wherever he was
his first thoughts were for the wel-
fare of others, never sparing him-
self. When the 2/2 Piloneers Bat-
talion were taken by the Japanese
in Java, Ron and his brother Bero
were among them. From his
brother we learn that through ali
the difficulties, paln and hardshlp,
Ron not only spent himself lu ren-
dering all possible spiritual cheer
to his comrades—conduciing servi-
ces, readiog burlal services—but he
was vever heard to utter a word in
bitteruess or hate against his cap-
tors, Aslong as he had siremgih
he kept up bis work, and even when
he was too weak to get about, he
remalned bright and cheery. His

death from mnalaria and mathae
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ICIBIUEY UNIKUY sOu Cogery. Inis
death, from malaria and other
causes, means a greal loss to us all,
and our sympathy goes out to hls
parents and brothers and sister.
The words quoted by his brother
seemed singularly asppropriate to
Ron—'""He has achleved sucCcess
who lived well, laughed often and
loved much ; who has gained the
respect of intelligent men and the
love of little children ; who has
left the world a better place thag he
found It

[Note.—A book entitled ‘‘Ron
of Rubicon,” written by a friend of
his, Jack Draper, is in preparation
aud will be avallable early this
year., It will contain many photo-
graphs, quotations from letters and
reproductions of sketches, It is
sure (o be of great Interest, especl.
ally to those who knew Ron,]




