LAST OFFICERS
RELEASED

Captured in Syria

BEIRUT, Aug. 31—The lasl
party of Britlsh officers who
were captured In Byria, and

fiown out of the country by the |
Vichy authorities, have now re-

turned to Beirut.
One party of 18, led by Captain

Edward Aitken, of Essendon. Mel-|
bourne, renched Beirul yesterday, after

adventures in the Dodecarnese Islands.
CGreece, Ialy, and PFrance

These officers were sent fo Ttaly

by the WVichy suthorities, while the

armistice lerms were being
Analised, and their release was en-
sred by the internment of the for-
mer French Commander-in-Chiel in
Syria, General Dents, and other high
Tiehy offcern o Syrin.

Captain Altken, who was ecaptured
at Merjyun while leading his com-
many of Pianeers, on June 16, lonked
fit and well

“My assaulting company mel siron
ipposition that day.” he sald. i
found myself with only 20 men, and
decided (o withdraw, We had gol
tack about B0 yards when a French
medlum tanlk rounded us up. and we
aw thal it was the fnizh,

“algerian froops took us back to
a fort,
in n stable, We were heavily shelied
by our own guns, and they shifted
itx to new Milldings as o tereific bom-
hardment started,

“IL was beautiful shoo . laoking
wack an if, but too closs at the time,
| wAfter that we were laken lo Bel-
[rit and thenee by train o Aleppa
The trip took 74 hours, and thoy gave
s 0o food.

i wWre were there eight days, and 1
refused to answer &n exhaustive gues-
tlonnaire paper.

“A{ 3 o'¢lock ane maorning, we were
motored o the aefodrome and put
into = Blg Air France nort alr-
ernfl. We had no iden where we
| were going, and abe of the four en-
| mines played up badly, shooting oul
fAnmes

FORCED LARNDING

“Dawn showed that we were over
water, gnd shortly sfter the alreeafi
made & forced landing at BScarpanto,
Here we were put into a hut and kept
lor wen days The food was bad,
wul it was the best they eould give

e

“The Italian troops Were rageed,
and, hterally, through thelr  boots
oOur quariers were full of fess, and
the sanltary arranecments weee Te-
pul dve.

“"On June I8 they put us on A
smail Ialian ship, and we sajled 1o
Rhoden, Here we were kept 10 days
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small Halinn #hip, and we sailod (0
Rhodes, Here we were kept 10 days
In better condillone
“We sgw soveral Oerman  plancs
strafed on he ground, and amouni-
tinnn dumps had been hit By our
rs

betrs,

“wWe were then pul an another ship.
calling &l Plraeus (Athensk.

“There wrere plenty of Germans
round the wrecked harbour, and odd
proups of Greek refugess, who looked
pitiful ennuagh to make you woep

“Prices. were high, a tube ol Eooth-
paete coot six shillings

IN NORTH ITALY

aumte fRen galled fhraaeh (e Corintl
Canal to  Brindlsl, Here we  di=-
embarked and pol showers In the
quarantine station. |

"Mext day we sel oul by train for
NMorthern Italy, We bought  papors
snnouncing  Lhe death of  Brone
Muzaaling.

“Cie Mobian officer pointed 1 o6
to us mnd lpughed ns i delighted

“What interested Uf more WES o
small paragranh anpouneing the in:
ternment of General Dende

“WwWe travelled up the east coast ol
ftaly. and were struck by the sbsenoe
of any young men,  Old people were
working In the fields and all the
hridess and tunnels were guarded be
nld saldiers. It was ‘against British

“we finally got nff the train ano
were mobored o Plapelln, In oa bud
The women and kids on board were
very Iriendly

“Omr prigson was in fhe tenth con
tury cestle of Montalbo, ot far from
The Alps. Here we were greeled In
n Iot of Greek officers, whose moriie
was marvellaus

HOME THROM'GH FRANCE

A week ggo we were bl o B
ready with our baggege In an hoo
We knew what it meant, and wei
over josed,

“The saddest thing for me wag |
sy good-bye to two Australian cap-

Keith Praser, of Sydney, snd
Harnld Potersan, of Canberra-—who
hed been eaptured in Libya aiter hid
ing with the Arabs for twn monthe
However, Lhey are At and happy.

“fWe were taken by bux and Ltraln
to the new Pranco-Ttalian border nesr
Mentone, where 20 Iinlinn officers and
ope Frepehman haggled over us, bl
we got all mr money and persansl

k.

“Then we weni by bus al bresk-
neck speed along  the coast  rosd
throtugh Nice and Toulon  We Telt
nmong friends psssing the French
peasants, They were all s pleised
to pee us. At Toulon, we wers put
on m ferry with two Oermans amil an
Tiallan looki—t on.  They looked ne if
they would have been glad ta shool
us

“Omes on board our ship we aeard
all the newa on Russis in ita rizht
perspective . The Ttaliens had boasted
to us what their troops were doiny
mh&m!m and gol Very Angry st our
" -
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